
Epiphany will be observed on 

January 6th at both services. 

There will be special King 

Cakes during the coffee hour 

in the Activity Center. Come 

and see if you can find young 

Jesus in one of the cakes! 

 

An Invitation from Katie 

Rudy // All adults and children 

grade 5 and up are invited to 

join the choir for their first 

rehearsal of the new year on 

Wednesday, January 9, at 7 

PM in the choir loft! We will 

learn the choir music for 

Sunday, January 13 and hope 

that everyone will be able to 

sing with us in worship that 

day. If you are unable to 

commit to choir for the rest of 

the choir season, this is a good 

opportunity to experience a 

"snapshot" of being in choir. 

We hope you can join us in 

praising God in song! 

 

Thank You For Your Service! 

A special thank you for their 

service to the following 

outgoing officers who have 

completed their terms on the 

Church Council: Dave Seifrid, 

SueBea Wright, Anabel Cruz, 

Mike Cucci, Jim Sommerfield 

and Russell Andermann as 

well as Brad Curry who 

finished as Vice-President and 

Financial Secretary, but will 

continue on the Council as 

President. Your time, hard 

work and commitment to the 

church is greatly appreciated. 

No luncheon today 

BIBLE STUDIES 

No Adult Bible Study or 

Sunday School Today - Adult 

Bible Study and Sunday 

School classes resume next 

Sunday, January 6th. Pastor 

continues the study of the 

Book of Romans. 

 

Wednesday Bible Study is on 

hiatus and will resume on 

January 9th. 
 

CATECHISM INSTRUCTION 

Catechism class is on hiatus 

until mid-January. 

 

MISCELLANY  

Thank You to everyone who 

participated in the Lamb’s 

Fold Angel Christmas Tree gift 

giving. What a blessing that as 

a congregation we could 

provide for those in need at 

Christmas. 

Pastor Eggebraaten will be 

away thru January 3. If 

pastoral care is needed in an 

emergency, please call your 

elder: 

Jeff Bull (630)336-8081 

Mike Cucci (815) 210-9231 

Brad Curry (309) 338-7586 

Ron Dieter (630)742-1924 

Dave Dong (630)301-0011 

Brian Groves (630) 605-5339 

Dave Seifrid (630)881-1631 

 

LWML Meeting  // Thursday, 

January 3, 12:30pm // Room 

20/21 // Please join us for 

fellowship anytime after Noon. 

Our meeting and refreshments 

will begin at 12:30pm. The 

hostesses are is Sue 

Andermann and Esther Morley  

and devotions will be led by 

Cheryl Cucci. All Zion ladies 

are welcome! 

 

 

News & Notes 

Zion’s Weekly News 
 Sunday | December 30 | 2018 

 

Thursday | January 3 

   12:30 p.m.  LWML Meeting (Room 20/21) 
 

Sunday | January 6 

   8:00 a.m.  Divine Service (Sanctuary) 

   9:15 a.m.  Coffee & Goodies (Activity Center) 

   9:30 a.m.  Adult Bible Study (Activity Center) 

   9:30 a.m.  Sunday School (Sanctuary) 

 10:45 a.m.  Divine Service (Sanctuary) 

Calendar of Events 



Poinsettias // If you purchased a poinsettia for 

the altar for Christmas, please feel free to take 

your plant home to enjoy. Thank you again! 

 

Thank you to Bill & Lorraine Hacker and Marge 

Jelen’s family for hosting Coffee Hour in 

December. Your time and treats are greatly 

appreciated! 

 

2019 Coffee Hour Sign Up Sheet - A new sign up 

sheet for the first five months of 2019 is now 

posted in the Activity Center. Please consider 

signing up. Procedures are listed in the kitchen. 

You may reimburse yourself for expenses and 

turn the rest of the donations into the office. 

Any questions, please contact Laura Bull. 

 

Flowers for the Altar // Beginning in January, 

the coordination and ordering of flowers for the 

altar will be handled by Melanie Curry. In 

addition, Zion will begin purchasing the flowers 

through an new florist. If you sign up for flowers 

and have a special request regarding the type or 

color, please contact Melanie at 309.338.0472. 

She and the florist will do their best to honor 

special requests. A special thank you to Marilyn 

Behrens for her many years coordinating the 

flowers! 

 

March For Life Chicago // Sunday, January 13, 

2018 // Federal Plaza, 50 W. Adams Street, 

Chicago // Join Pastor Eggebraaten and area 

Lutherans at the March for Life Chicago at 1:55 

p.m. under the Love Affirms Life and Eyes for 

Life banners. LCMS President Rev. Dr. 

Matthew Harrison is among the featured 

speakers. Ride a bus leaving from Trinity 

Lutheran Church in Lisle, 1101 Kimberly Way, 

Lisle, at 1 p.m. Free will donations are received 

to cover cost for the round-trip bus ride. Call 

Kris Blackwell at 630.234.1491 to reserve your 

seat.  Space is limited.   

 

LifeLine Screening // Tuesday, January 15, 

2019 // Activity Center // There are three ways to 

register for this event and to receive a $10 

discount off any package priced above $129, 

please call toll-free 1-888-653-6441 or visit 

http://lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle or 

text the word circle to 797979. Flyers and 

Family & Friends coupons are located on the 

table outside the church office. 

 

Baptisms 

 

 

Funerals 

Confirmations 

Total Baptized membership 

Total Confirmed membership 

1 (Logan 

William 

Vicich) 

none 

none 

301 

249 

In December  

Zion by the NUMB3RS 



ZION HOMEBOUND 

Betty Baldi 

21316 Montclare Lake Dr. 

Crest Hill, IL 60403 

Birthday: April 22nd 
 

Velta Kalejs 

The Springs at Monarch Landing 

2308 N. Route 59 Rm. #210 

Naperville, IL 60563 

Birthday: April 23rd 

Sunday | January 13 

 8:00am 10:45am 

Elders Ron Dieter Jeff Bull 

Greeters Esther Morley Michele Lantvit 

Organist Katie Rudy 

Sunday | January 20 

 8:00am 10:45am 

Elders Brad Curry Dave Dong 

Greeters Werner & Mary Anne 
Schagunn 

Mauricio & Sarah 
Mejia 

Organist Katie Rudy 

Sunday | January 27 

 8:00am 10:45am 

Elders Mike Cucci Brian Groves 

Greeters Matt & Kim 
Mannion 

Jim & Sandra 
Sommerfield 

Organist Paulette Reid 

Ushers 

8:00am 10:45am 

Shelby Curry 
Joel Denkert 
Gary Lorenz 
Nick Nielsen 
Bruce Wright 

Eric Dierlam 
Keith Kettelson 
Brian Kirkpatrick 
Jim Sommerfield 
Roy Strassner 

Serving In January 

Altar Guild  

Marilyn Behrens, Laura Bull, Lori Groves 

Sunday | January 6 

 8:00am 10:45am 

Elders Dave Seifrid Brian Groves 

Greeters Dick & Dolores 
Michalek 

Dave & Laura Vileta 

Organist Sharon Fisher 

1  Alayna Dieter 

2  Bill Heise 

4  Dick Michalek 

6  Amy Ortiz 

7  Allison Purcell 

7  Megan Purcell 

7  Sarah Purcell 

9  Larissa Cruz 

10  Paula Zimmerman 

11  Jerry Zimmerman 

13  Frederick Besco 

15  Tom Soltwisch 

16  Gregg Andermann 

16  Debra Coulman 

20  Kyle Palacios 

24  Alexander Rueffer 

25  Kathryn Coulman 

25  Hanna Eggebraaten 

25  Cindy Wendel 

26  Adley Eggebraaten 

26  Timothy Lantvit 

27  Sharon Baker 

28  Ben Groves 

28  Jim Rueffer 

29  Pam Frazier 

30  Richard Wendel 

31  Fred Hacker 



 Can God be known? In an attempt to 

answer this question, author N.T. Wright 

has broached the subject by telling this 

parable:  

 There was once a king who commanded 

his archers to shoot at the sun. His strongest 

bowmen, using their finest equipment, tried 

all day; but their arrows fell short, and the 

sun continued unaffected on its course.  All 

night the archers polished and refeathered 

their arrows, and the next day they tried 

again, with renewed zeal; but still their 

efforts were in vain.  The king became 

angry, and uttered dark threats. On the third 

day the youngest archer, with the smallest 

bow, came at noon to where the king sat 

before a pond in his garden.  There was the 

sun, a golden ball reflected in the still 

water. With a single shot the lad pierced it 

at its heart. The sun splintered into a 

thousand glittering fragments. 

 ñCan God be known?ò is a lot like 

asking ñCan the Sun be shot with arrows?ò  

This parable shows how absurd it is to 

reach the Sun with human arrows. The Sun 

cannot be reached directly like that. 

Similarly, the arrows of history and human 

wisdom cannot reach God either.  ñWho 

will ascend into heaven (that is, to bring 

Christ down),ò St. Paul asks in Romans 

10:6.  Paul means that we cannot go to 

God, but in Jesus of Nazareth, God has 

come to us.  With the incarnation (coming 

in the flesh), God has come within 

bowshot.  Jesus pitched His tent on earth 

(John 1:14) precisely because it was 

impossible for us to ascend to Him. 

 If Christmas is all about God making 

Himself known to us in the reflection and 

image of Christ (Col 1:15), then Epiphany 

is the unwrapping of that gift.  The readings 

and prayers for the season of Epiphany 

invite us to ñunwrapò Jesus and enjoy His 

revealing.  Luther once said: ñKnowledge 

of Christ and of faith is not a human work 

but utterly a divine gift.ò  For now, we can 

only know this gift of God through Jesus—

hidden in Word and reflected in the 

Sacraments.  But know Him we do.  Let us 

not shoot at the Sun, but receive and 

believe in the reflection of God Himself 

until we see Him face to face in the 

Resurrection. Happy unwrapping in 2019. 

 

 

Unwrapping Christ in Epiphany redux 
Pastor Jared Eggebraaten 

The Feast of the Epiphany of Our 

Lord was known in the earliest 

Christian centuries as the Feast of the 

Manifestation, the Theophany, and 

even as the Feast of Light.  By the 

second or third century AD Epiphany 

was observed in the Eastern Church, 

second only to Easter in importance.  

The Eastern Church celebrated the 

fact that God became man more than 

Jesusô birth date. 

Epiphany is also a reminder that the 

Lord has chosen to reveal Himself to 

All Nations.  When the Gentile Magi 

came to worship Jesus, they showed 

that now all people have access to 

God because Jesus is the new temple: 

God in the flesh. 


